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1. In Nostra Aetate, The Declaration On The Relation Of The Church To Non-Christian Religions,
The Second Vatican Council Teaches That "The Catholic Church Rejects Nothing Of What Is
True And Holy In These Religions. She Has A High Regard For The Manner Of Life And Conduct,
The Precepts And Doctrines Which, Although Differing In Many Ways From Her Own Teaching,
Nevertheless Often Reflect A Ray Of That Truth Which Enlightens All Men" (Nostra Aetate, N. 2).

Taking Up The Council's Teaching From The First Encyclical Letter Of My Pontificate, | Have
Wished To Recall The Ancient Doctrine Formulated By The Fathers Of The Church, Which Says
That We Must Recognize "The Seeds Of The Word" Present And Active In The Various Religions
(Ad Gentes, N. 11; Lumen Gentium, N. 17). This Doctrine Leads Us To Affirm That, Though The
Routes Taken May Be Different, "There Is But A Single Goal To Which Is Directed The Deepest
Aspiration Of The Human Spirit As Expressed In Its Quest For God And Also In Its Quest,
Through Its Tending Towards God, For The Full Dimension Of Its Humanity, Or In Other Words,
For The Full Meaning Of Human Life" (Redemptor Hominis, N. 11).

All Authentic Prayer Is Called Forth By The Spirit

The "Seeds Of Truth" Present And Active In The Various Religious Traditions Are A Reflection Of
The Unique Word Of God, Who "Enlightens Every Man Coming Into World" (Cf. Jn 1: 9) And Who
Became Flesh In Christ Jesus (Cf. Jn 1: 14). They Are Together An "Effect Of The Spirit Of Truth
Operating Outside The Visible Confines Of The Mystical Body" And Which "Blows Where It Wills"
(Jn 3: 8; Cf. Redemptor Hominis, Nn. 6, 12). Keeping This Doctrine In Mind, The Celebration Of
The Jubilee Of The Year 2000 "Will Provide A Great Opportunity, Especially In View Of The
Events Of Recent Decades, For Interreligious Dialogue” (Tertio Millennio Adveniente, N. 53).
Even Now, During This Pneumatological Year, It Is Fitting To Pause And Consider In What Sense
And In What Ways The Holy Spirit Is Present In Humanity's Religious Quest And In The Various
Experiences And Traditions That Express It.

2. It Must First Be Kept In Mind That Every Quest Of The Human Spirit For Truth And Goodness,
And In The Last Analysis For God, Is Inspired By The Holy Spirit. The Various Religions Arose
Precisely From This Primordial Human Openness To God. At Their Origins We Often Find
Founders Who, With The Help Of God's Spirit, Achieved A Deeper Religious Experience. Handed
On To Others, This Experience Took Form In The Doctrines, Rites And Precepts Of The Various
Religions.

In Every Authentic Religious Experience, The Most Characteristic Expression Is Prayer. Because
Of The Human Spirit's Constitutive Openness To God's Action Of Urging It To Self
Transcendence, We Can Hold That "Every Authentic Prayer Is Called Forth By The Holy Spirit,
Who Is Mysteriously Present In The Heart Of Every Person” (Address To The Members Of The
Roman Curia, 22 Dec. 1986, N. 11; L'Osservatore Romano English Edition, 5 Jan. 1987, P. 7).

We Experienced An Eloquent Manifestation Of This Truth At The World Day Of Prayer For Peace
On 27 October 1986 In Assisi, And On Other Similar Occasions Of Great Spiritual Intensity.



3. The Holy Spirit Is Not Only Present In Other Religions Through Authentic Expressions Of
Prayer. "The Spirit's Presence And Activity", As | Wrote In The Encyclical Letter Redemptoris
Missio, "Affect Not Only Individuals But Also Society And History, Peoples, Cultures And
Religions" (N. 28).

Normally, "It Will Be In The Sincere Practice Of What Is Good In Their Own Religious Traditions
And By Following The Dictates Of Their Own Conscience That The Members Of Other Religions
Respond Positively To God's Invitation And Receive Salvation In Jesus Christ, Even While They
Do Not Recognize Or Acknowledge Him As Their Saviour (Cf. Ad Gentes, Nn. 3, 9, 11)"
(Pontifical Council For Interreligious Dialogue Congregation For The Evangelization Of Peoples,
Instruction Dialogue And Proclamation, 19 May 1991, N. 29; L'Osservatore Romano English
Edition, 1 July 1991, P. llI).

Indeed, As The Second Vatican Council Teaches, "Since Christ Died For All, And Since All Men
Are In Fact Called To One And The Same Destiny, Which Is Divine, We Must Hold That The Holy
Spirit Offers To All The Possibility Of Coming Into Contact, In A Way Known To God, With The
Paschal Mystery" (Gaudium Et Spes, N. 22).

This Possibility Is Achieved Through Sincere, Inward Adherence To The Truth, Generous Self-
Giving To One's Neighbour And The Search For The Absolute Inspired By The Spirit Of God. A
Ray Of The Divine Wisdom Is Also Shown Through The Fulfilment Of The Precepts And
Practices That Conform To The Moral Law And To Authentic Religious Sense. Precisely By
Virtue Of The Spirit's Presence And Action, The Good Elements Found In The Various Religions
Mysteriously Prepare Hearts To Receive The Full Revelation Of God In Christ.

May The Spirit Of Truth Guide Us In Our Dialogue

4. For The Reasons Mentioned Here, The Attitude Of The Church And Of Individual Christians
Towards Other Religions Is Marked By Sincere Respect, Profound Sympathy And, When
Possible And Appropriate, Cordial Collaboration. This Does Not Mean Forgetting That Jesus
Christ Is The One Mediator And Saviour Of The Human Race. Nor Does It Mean Lessening Our
Missionary Efforts, To Which We Are Bound In Obedience To The Risen Lord's Command: "Go
Therefore And Make Disciples Of All Nations, Baptizing Them In The Name Of The Father And
Of The Son And Of The Holy Spirit" (Mt 28: 19). The Attitude Of Respect And Dialogue Is Instead
The Proper Recognition Of The "Seeds Of The Word" And The "Groanings Of The Spirit". In This
Sense, Far From Opposing The Proclamation Of The Gospel, Our Attitude Prepares It, As We
Await The Times Appointed By The Lord's Mercy. "By Dialogue We Let God Be Present In Our
Midst; For As We Open Ourselves In Dialogue To One Another, We Also Open Ourselves To
God" (Address To Members Of Other Religions, Madras, 5 Feb. 1986, N. 4; L'Osservatore
Romano English Edition, 10 Feb. 1986, P. 14).

May The Spirit Of Truth And Love, In View Of The Third Millennium Now Close At Hand, Guide
Us On The Paths Of The Proclamation Of Jesus Christ And Of The Dialogue Of Peace And
Brotherhood With The Followers Of All Religions!



